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April: 
  1 Council Staff Meeting 9-10:30 am 
   Office Closed  
  10 Good Friday - Office Closed 
  16 Council Program Night 
  18 Commissioner College 
  18 Swim for Advancement - SUNY Oneonta 
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  25 Cub Scout/Boy Scout Training 
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On March 10, 2009, Steve Smith- Area 3 Director and 
Bob Burr- Area 3 President recognized the 
Otschodela Council, along with Foothills, Deerslayer 
and Learning for Life Districts as a 2008 National 
Centennial Quality Council and National Centennial 
Quality Districts respectively.  Only three other 
Councils in New York State achieved this prestigious 
award.  The award recognizes the level of 
commitment Otschodela Council has to serving our 
youth and volunteers in the areas of program, 
membership support, training, volunteer support, and 
resource management.   Thank you to Hank Nicols- 
President, Ed Dibble- Commissioner, Dave Leidy- 
Foothills Chair, Paul Beames- Foothills 
Commissioner, Ray Adee- Deerslayer Chair and Dick 
Jennings- Deerslayer Commissioner for their 
leadership through 2008-2009 and to all of the 
Scouts, Leaders, Parents and 1,200 Volunteers who 
bring the Scouting program to our areas youth! 
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 On May 2, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at the Holiday 
Inn in Oneonta we will have a special guest 
appearance of Lord Baden Powell the 
founder of Boy Scouting.  Accompanying him 
will be the founder of our own Troop 1 

Reverend Yale Lyon and his Lyon patrol of Scouts. 
 The annual Council Recognition Dinner  is our 
opportunity to congratulate and recognize volunteers 
for their personal accomplishments.  The highlight of 

the evening will be the presentation of the Silver 
Beaver award to individuals who have been selected 
for their outstanding voluntary contribution to the 
success of the Otschodela Council.  The price of the 
dinner will be $25.00 per person; reservations must 
be made by April 27, 2009.  The reservation form is 
on the mailer page of this Council Fires. 
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 One of Scouting’s greatest challenges is to make 
the next level of Scouting readily available for a 
young man once he meets the joining requirements.    
You can help these young men as they cross over 
this spring by filling out a new Boy Scout Application, 
turning it in to the Scoutmaster for his signature, and 
sending the new Scout application to the Council 
Service Center.  It is important that every boy be 
given the opportunity to join your Troop and 
participate in the fun and adventure that your Scouts 
are having.   
 Without a new Boy Scout Application turned 
in to the Council Service Center, Webelos who 
cross over into your Troop - cannot advance in 
rank, participate in district or council activities , or 
attend summer camp, in addition, they are not 
covered by insurance. 
 Please make the Scouts dreams become a reality 
by turning in their applications to the Council Service 
Center in April!  If you have any questions please 
contact Trey Miller at ralph.hmiller@scouting.org. or 
John Kilmer at john.kilmer@scouting.org or call (607) 
432-6491. 
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 Each year we promise the boys and girls 
throughout our Council the fun and adventure of 
Scouting- camping, hiking, fishing, racing cars, firing 
rockets, and having a lot of fun with their friends.  
Beyond the fun and adventure of Scouting are the 
Words We Live By- Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Do a 
Good Turn Daily, Do our duty to God and our 
Country, Do our Best!  These words and the fun of 
Scouting are what bring more youth to our Units.  
Lets’ give them the best that we have of fun and 
adventure this spring by planning your Ideal Year of 



Scouting, Setting up the Budget Plan, and when you 
recruit new Cub Scouts,  Boy Scouts and Venturers 
invite their parents to be a Scout Parent. Join us this 
spring in this important Centennial Event!  In Foothills 
District, call your Unit Commissioner or .District 
Commissioner Paul Beames by e-mail at 
beamever@aol.com.  In Deerslayer District, contact 
your Unit Commissioner or Wade Blanchard at 
quantum1962@yahoo.com for information on the 
Words We Live By program. 
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 Have you ever wondered why it is that some Units 
have enough money to do whatever they want?  
Have you ever wondered how it is that some Units 
take their Scouts on extraordinary trips and outings? 
The main reason that these units can do these things 
is that they PLAN for them. We can help you out in 
this process when you attend the kickoff. The 
Centennial Program Kickoff will answer these 
questions and more on June 18, 2009 at 
Henderson Scout Reservation from 6:00 PM – 
8:30 PM.  A special Century of Values Tour will be 
at Henderson beginning at 5:00 PM.  We 
encourage each Unit to send at least three people to 
this session and at least 1 youth member.  Food will 
be provided!  Please call the Council Service Center 
(607) 432-6491 with your Unit attendance or email 
Bonnie at bonnie.parslow@scouting.org. 
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 Wood Badge is the pinnacle of training in the 
Scouting program.  This “Mountain Top” experience is 
open to all TRAINED Cub Scout, Boy Scout and 
Venturing adults and to District, Council and 
Commissioners Staff.  Highlights of the course 
include EDGE Training, Win It All, “Engineering”, 
Teamwork, Friendships and most of all FUN!  For 
more information on Wood Badge 2009 visit 
www.otschodela.org for a flyer, payment schedule 
and dates or contact the Scout Service Center to 
receive a flyer.  For VFW, American Legion, and AFL-
CIO Members scholarships for Wood Badge are 
available through your local Chapters.  We look 
forward to seeing you at Wood Badge 2009! 
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   On June 27 & 28 and August 1 & 2, 2009 the 
Otschodela Council will be hosting the 8th Annual 
Family Camp at the Henderson Scout Reservation.  
The theme this year is Night at the Movies.  This 
exciting program will allow any youth in the Cub 
Scout programs to go on an overnight camping 
experience with his entire family.  The Family Camp 
staff has developed a fun program that includes 
fishing, handicrafts, sports, swimming, boating and 

games for the whole family to enjoy.  If you would like 
to attend, please register and pay at the Council 
Service Center by June 12. 

�
�����
��!
���
 ������  
 In approximately 90 days, Cub Scout Day Camp will 
kick off.  It is never too late to register your son for 
camp.  If you register before  June 12, 2009, your son 
will receive a day camp “Drums Along Otschodela”  
tee shirt and the Den Leaders who attend will receive 
a FREE tee shirt.  After  June 12th, you can still come 
to Day Camp for a fee of $85.00.  Registration for 
Day Camp is as simple as ABC 
                A - Roster from the Pack     
                B - Boys health history 
                C - Check from the Pack 
 Camp orientation, tee shirt distribution and program 
distribution will take place in June.  Camp Program 
Director Michelle Tyrrell will contact unit Leaders with 
information on Day Camp orientation dates. 
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 Fee:  $230.00 
 April 10th Custom design pre-order forms (t-shirts, 
etc). 
 May 10th - merit badge sign up online begins. 
 June 10th - last day for reduced fee incentive. 
Webelos Camp Deadlines:  
 Fee:  $110.00 
 April 10th - custom design pre-order forms (t-shirts, 
etc.). 
 June 10th - Webelos Camp incentive. 

Camp Needs  
 Serviceable backpacking tents for outpost. 
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 Camp medical forms for Scout/Webelos will be 
Henderson 2009 forms.  The new national forms will 
start being used on January 1, 2010.  Advise parents 
to use them after August 1st for school/sports 
physicals.  They will be valid for 1 year for boys 
attending week long Boy Scout Camp. 
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 Is Philmont, Darien Lake, Florida Sea Base, 
Battleship Cove or the 2010 National Jamboree 
something that your Scouts would like to do?  Then 
now is the time to jump start your Scouting year with 
the greatest stuff on earth, Trail’s End Popcorn.   
Think about your Big Dream and join the Otschodela 
Council Dream Team! New Prizes, Fill a Sheet, and 
more await your Scouts in this year’s program! A 
Special Unit Kernels Meeting will be April 21 at the 
Scout Service Center at 6:00 PM in Oneonta.  Please 
call or e-mail Bonnie at the Scout Service Center 607-
432-6491 or bonnie.parslow@scouting.org to sign up. 
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April: 
  9 District Meeting - Schenevus 
  25 Cub & Boy Scout Leader Training Oneonta 
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 As we welcome spring, we also see that many of 
our unit leaders in Cub Scouting and Boy Scouting 
have enjoyed a successful year in their Dens, Packs, 
and Troops.  The Unit Commissioners are now 
reaching out to leaders to help recognize the great 
work they have accomplished as Den Leaders, 
Cubmasters, Scout Leaders, and Committee 
Members.  The recognition is in the form of an award 
for their position once they have completed the 
training, tenure and participation.  Requirements for 
each position are found in the back of the den leader 
handbook as well as from your Unit Commissioner.  
Please take the time to recognize each of your 
leaders as they go through Scouting. 
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 The National Office of the Boy Scouts of America 
produced an updated DVD film on youth protection.  
“It Happened to Me” for 6-9 year olds “A Time to Tell” 
for 11-14 year olds and “Personal Safety Awareness” 
for 14-20 year olds.  The Cub and Boy Scout video 
must be viewed with a parent.  The video is in the 
hands of your Unit Commissioner for viewing in your 
unit.  Remember that April is youth protection month 
and we would like to know the names of individuals 
that view each tape. 
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 As we approach April 1st, we see our success as a 
district in rechartering all of our units using the new 
“on-line” format.  Our thanks go to interim District 
Commissioner, Dick Jennings and his commissioner 
staff in their efforts to turn this new process into a 
reality. 
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 A District is a voluntary association of citizens. It 
includes District Members at Large and 
representatives of organizations that are chartered by 
the Boy Scouts of America to use the Scouting 
program. The nominating committee is charged with 
developing a slate that includes District Chairman, 
Vice Chairs and District Members at Large that will 
chair and serve on committees and a nominee for 
District Commissioner (to be submitted for Executive 
Board approval). Nominees will be elected at the 
District Annual Meeting in June. 
 Effective volunteers in units and Districts are a 
top priority for the BSA. The successful use of 

volunteer resources depends on the ability of key 
leaders – both professional and volunteer to locate, 
select, train, utilize and conserve the number of 
people necessary to adequately perform the 
membership, finance, program and unit service 
functions. 
 Suggestions may be made in writing to the 
Deerslayer District Nominating Committee c/o Scout 
Service Center, Oneonta. 
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The Deerslayer Spring Camporee will be held at 
Henderson Scout Reservation.  This year’s theme is 
Fish and Wildlife.  Almost all requirements will be met 
for the Fish and Wildlife merit badge.  The merit 
badge workbook will be handed out for each scout at 
registration.  There will be five stations attended 
throughout the day, with competitive events following 
each station.  More detailed information will have 
been sent to the Scoutmasters and Committee Chairs 
by the time of this Council Fires edition.  This is going 
to be a great event and we hope to see you all there! 
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April: 
  9 District Committee/Commissioners Meeting 
   Delhi Town Hall 7 pm 
May: 
 10   Mother’s Day 
 15-17 Spring Webelos and Scout Camporee 
  Sidney Center 

25 Memorial Day 
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The Foothills District Advancement Committee has 
compiled an excellent resource to help Scouts, 
Parents, and Leaders as they work toward the rank of 
Eagle.  The Eagle Project Planning Guide is a step 
by step booklet that leads the Scouts through the 
planning of their project, getting project approval, 
documentation of their project, and how to complete it 
and set up for their Eagle Scout Board of Review.  
This  guide is available on the Council website- 
www.otschodela.org and at the Council Service 
Center.  Special thanks to Karen Prestidge, Helen 
VanHouten and Dave Leidy for their hard work! 
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 A District is a voluntary association of citizens. It 
includes District Members at Large and 
representatives of organizations that are chartered by 
the Boy Scouts of America, to use the Scouting 
program. The nominating committee is charged with 



developing a slate that includes District Chairman, 
Vice Chairs and District Members at Large that will 
chair and serve on committees.  They must also 
choose a nominee for District Commissioner (to be 
submitted for Executive Board approval). Nominees 
will be elected at the District Annual Meeting in June. 
 Effective volunteers in units and Districts are a top 
priority for the BSA. The successful use of volunteer 
resources depends on the ability of key leaders – 
both professional and volunteer to locate, select, 
train, utilize and conserve the number of people 
necessary to adequately perform the membership, 
finance, program and unit service functions. 
 Suggestions may be made in writing to the 
Foothills District Nominating Committee c/o Scout 
Service Center, Oneonta or e-mailed to Paul Beames 
District Commissioner at beamever@aol.com.  
 FOOTHILLS DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING AND 
ELECTIONS are June 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.   
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     The Foothills District is looking for Volunteers who 
would like to join a staff of Commissioners dedicated 
to helping our Packs, Troops, and Crews be the best 
they can be. Commissioners are needed in every Unit 
to help provide the quality program and service our 
Scouts and Leaders deserve.  If you are a good 
listener, have a cheerful disposition, and would enjoy 
visiting a unit(s) in your community, please call Paul 
Beames at (607) 563-1111 or e-mail 
beamever@aol.com.  
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 Thank you to Troops 33, 34, 58, 59, 88 and 99 
and Packs 8, 11, 30, 33, 34, 45, 50, 74, and 88 for 
joining this years Friends of Scouting Program.  The 
contributions of the Leaders, Parents, and Family 
members of these Units have supported 
approximately 35 Scouts who would not be in 
Scouting without their help.  Thank you for your 
generous support! 
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 The Foothills District Annual First Aid Meet took 
place Friday evening, March 6th at the Delaware 
Academy Gymnasium with 14 teams participating.  
Congratulations to Troops 33, 49, 88, and 99 who 
walked away with the Trophies this year.  Thank you 
to District Chairman Dave Leidy and his Committee 
who planned an excellent event and to all of the 
judges who helped to make this event a success. 
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 The Boy Scout Spring Camporee and Webelos 
Overnight is being held on May 15-17 and being 
hosted by the Foothills District Camping Committee at 
the Sidney Center Rod and Gun Club. The theme of 
this year’s Camporee is “The Sportsman’s Exposition” 

and will feature programs related to Shooting Sports, 
Fishing, Archery, Hunter’s Safety, Wild Game Tasting 
and Wildlife Conservation. Additionally, a Scavenger 
Hunt, and other Scouting Skills events will be offered 
during the day.   More information will be sent to 
Scoutmasters and Cubmasters and will be available 
on the Council Website www.otschodela.org. 
Webelos Scouts and Bear Scouts who have earned 
their Bear Badge will be having their own overnight 
experience at the same site. The Webelos may 
register beginning at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday in order 
to set up their campsites. The committee 
recommends the Webelos bring a bag lunch on 
Saturday, and be prepared to cook their supper and 
breakfast meals on an above ground fire.  We look 
forward to seeing you at the Sportsman’s Expo this 
spring! 
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May: 
  7 Service Team - Oneonta 
  9 Search & Rescue 
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Given by New York State Environmental 
Conservation Department 

At Henderson Scout Reservation, Dining Hall 
Saturday, May 9, 2009 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

(approximate end) 
 This training course is open to all registered 
Explorers/Venturers, age 16 or above and all 
registered adults in the Exploring/Venturing program. 
 The course is limited to the first 30 registrants 
whose form and fee are received at the council office 
in Oneonta by Friday, May 1, 2009. 
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National Institutes of Health 
Bethesda, Maryland 

(Suburb of Washington, DC) 
July 22-25, 2009 

 This four-day conference will have participants 
attending interactive, hands-on seminars, touring 
research facilities and laboratories, and much, much 
more. 
 The seminars will focus on the wide variety of 
health-career and science-career options available in 
medicine, biology, dentistry, chemistry, nursing, 
physics, veterinary medicine, allied health, 
archaeology, osteopathy, optometry, aerospace, and 
more.  Learning for life.org/Exploring 
 



 
LEADER TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Watch your mail, Council Fires and the Council webs ite, www.otschodela.org  for information. 
 

BOY SCOUT LEADER ESSENTIALS & SCOUTMASTER TRAINING 
 
 WHEN & WHERE: 
 Saturday, April 25 , 2009 
 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.      (Bring your own lunch) 
 Oneonta Middle School,  
 East St., Oneonta, NY 

 
 

 CUB SCOUT LEADER TRAINING 
 
WHEN & WHERE: 
Saturday, April 25, 2009  - 1:00-5:00 p.m.  
Oneonta Middle School 
East Street, Oneonta, NY 
 
WHAT:   Specific Training Sessions for:  Tiger Cub, Wolf, Bear, Webelos Den Leaders; All Assistant Den Leaders; 

Cubmasters & Assistant Cubmasters; Pack Committee Chairs & Committee Members 
 
 

 BASIC ADULT LEADER OUTDOOR ORIENTATION  
 
Pack Camping has come a long way, and it is one of the strongest reasons youth join the Cub Scout 
program. For a pack to go camping, however, there MUST be at least one registered leader on the 
outing that is BALOO trained. BALOO is a daylong training session that helps with understanding the 
BSA progressive camping program and guidelines established by the National and Council office 
plus help us understand the value of the outdoor program.  
 
WHEN & WHERE: 
Saturday, June 6, 2009  

 8:30 AM REGISTRATION –Big parking lot, Henderson Scout Reservation 
 
WEBELOS (BEAR) LEADER OUTDOOR TRAINING 
 
FOR:     Current Webelos & Bear Cub Scout Leaders 
  Assistant Webelos & Bear Cub Scout Leaders 
  Cubmasters, Assistant Cubmasters & Interested Parents 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, June 6, 2009  

8:30 AM REGISTRATION –Big parking lot 
8:45 PM Closing Ceremony 
 

WHERE: HENDERSON SCOUT RESERVATION 
 
INTRODUCTION TO OUTDOOR LEADER SKILLS TRAINING 
FOR:   Scoutmasters, Assistant Scoutmasters & Troop Committee Members 
 
WHEN & WHERE:   Friday, June 5  - 6:30 p.m. through Sunday, June 7 , ending at approximately 3 p.m. at 

Henderson Scout Reservation 
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	�"���������� 6��Saturday, May 2, 2009, 7:00 p.m. Holiday Inn, 5206 State Highway 
23, (Southside) Oneonta. 
 

TICKETS ARE $25.00 PER PERSON DEADLINE FOR RESERVAT ION IS APRIL 27 th 
 

Please reserve  places at $25.00 each for Unit  
 
Name 

                                           
Position 

 

 
Enclosed please find my check in the amount of: 

 
$ 

 
or charge my Visa/MasterCard: 

 
Card no. 

 
# 

 
Exp. date 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


